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Room 1 The Establishment of the Town
The founding of the Saxon Town by King Alfred, Burghal 
Hidage, Viking in�uences and the foundation of the Abbey. 
Also covering pre-historic and Roman in�uences on the area.

A mannequin of Alfred the Great standing in a reconstructed 
Saxon arch, with his daughter Athelgifu behind, emphasises 
the Saxon foundation of Shaftesbury as we see it today.

Display cases will show the Shaftesbury Hoard with other 
Saxon items, and pre-historic and Roman artefacts.

Interactivity is provided through a handling table with 
archeaological �nds and a video display with maps showing 
the development of  Shaftesbury from Saxon times.
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Room 2 Agricultural trade and Markets
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A graphic panels explains the rich geology of the area, known 
locally as Chalk and Cheese. Samples of the changes in soil – 
chalk, sandstone and clay will be available for people to touch. 

The growth of the town through the agricultural trade and 
markets is told through graphic panels and objects include 
a mix of farming and dairy implements, corn measures and 
poultry cross on open display with a case for farming costume 
and veterinary equipment. Blacksmiths’ stories are told  
through a graphic with bellows, anvil and tools on open display.

Images include early photographs of farming in the area 
and the di�erent market locations together with an artist’s 
impression of Gold Hill market.

A ‘then & now’ interactive will demonstrate the cultural and 
progressive changes through time and there will be a photo 
frame of agricultural images.
A graphic panel on the back wall explains the door in to the 
crypt of St Peter’s Church which is shaped to take a ton barrel 
for the ‘Priest’s Brew’.
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Room 3 The development of the �re service in Shaftesbury        
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The development of the �re service in Shaftesbury. 

The most important object is this room is the 1744 �re engine, 
the oldest in Dorset. 

A case holds objects including a �reman’s helmet and shield 
insurance plaques. 

Opposite the �re engine are large images of �remen of the 
1920s, the corporation’s �rst motorised �re engine and the 
major �re of St James’s Street. 
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Room 4  The Dorset Button Cottage Industry, domestic life and communication
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The Dorset Button cottage industry started in Shaftesbury. This 
story is told through a case with samples of Dorset Buttons, an 
information panel, video on how the buttons were made and 
an interactive to try to make a button.

Domestic life is shown through a Victorian �replace with 
cooking implements and a display of cooking utensils.

Domestic laundry and cleaning objects include a washing 
machine, Dolly Peg/Dolly Tub and a Daisy Sweeper on open 
display, with images illustrating how they worked.

A ‘then & now’ interactive will show when and how various 
domestic objects where used.

A graphic panel will show Shaftesbury on the main Great 
Western Road, the stage coach timetable and the development 
of the local railway. The panel will also cover the Shaftesbury 
post o�ce distribution areas. 

A writing table with a display of a selection of writing materials 
ink pots, letter openers etc. 
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Room 5  The Shaftesbury Byzant, entertainment and making a living
The Shaftesbury Byzant and its unique history is the main 
display in this room.  A large case will hold the Byzant, and 
three costumes with other objects related to the ceremony.  
The graphic panel and a water bucket will tell the story the 
importance water to the town.

Other areas covered are the town centre trades, the public 
houses of this coaching town, entertainment and childhood.

Interactivity is provided with a ‘then & now’ game showing the 
change of childhood through time, an audio point with the 
sound of the ‘serpent’ and a stereoscope of images.

A linking graphic panel explains the use of the two rooms when 
the building was a doss house.

A window seat allows visitors to view the room at leisure.
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Room 6  Hall of Fame
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This corridor area houses collection of panels with the stories of 
people who have played an important part in the development 
of the town and founding of the museum.  Objects associated 
with individuals will be on open display and cased as 
appropriate.

A computer station will allow visitors to access the whole 
collection including items in storage, plus a quiz to test visitor’s 
knowledge of famous locally linked individuals. A facility will be 
included to record visitor’s ideas for a time capsule.
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Room 7Religion and politics 
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Religion is located between an arch through to St Peters church 
and the Priest’s squint. Panels will tell the story of the building 
which was once a Priest’s house.

A case displays objects covering religion and beliefs including 
an alabaster plaque, dried cat, candle boxes, Bellarmine jar and 
Sunday School medals.

The town chest is placed prominently in the centre of the 
enabling visitors to ‘peek’  inside to see a reconstruction of old 
town documents.

Graphic panels with information and images on both the 
Corporation and Parliamentary politics of this Rotten Borough. 
A case shows objects including an Alderman’s costume, a ballot 
box and coronation mugs handed out by the corporation.

Wartime Shaftesbury is displayed with a case of objects and a 
Bakelite TV adapted to show American tanks driving through 
the Town. Interactivity is provided by a listening post with 
recollections collection of laminated press cuttings and other 
information for visitors who can sit on the window seat and 
read at their leisure.


